
68 FEDERAL STREET
Nearly Two Centuries of History in the Heart of New London

ACORS BARNS — 1837
Built in an Era of Prosperity
Prominent New London merchant Acors Barns had this Greek
Revival home built in 1837, during the height of the city’s whaling
era. Barns co-founded one of New London’s largest whaling firms
before turning his attention to other ventures, including the Bank of
Commerce, which he founded in 1852. The house remained in the
Barns family for more than 80 years and reflected the prosperity of
one of New London’s leading merchant families.

JULIA O’SULLIVAN — 1919
From Ireland to New London

In 1919, Irish-born Julia O’Sullivan purchased the home,
beginning a new chapter in its history. An immigrant from

County Kerry, O’Sullivan became a successful
dressmaker in New London. She also maintained ties to

her native Ireland; historical accounts credit Julia and her
sister Johanna with contributing more than $10,000
toward the construction of the Church of the Sacred

Heart in The Glen, County Kerry. Her story adds an early
tradition of generosity to the history of 68 Federal Street.

THE McGUIRE FAMILY — 1956
Preserving a New London Landmark
Francis McGuire purchased 68 Federal Street in 1956 and adapted
the historic residence for use as his law offices. As much of
downtown New London was transformed by urban renewal in the
decades that followed, the former Barns home was saved. The
McGuire family’s determination and stewardship helped preserve its
distinctive architecture and historic character, allowing a rare piece
of 19th-century New London to endure. 

THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF EASTERN CONNECTICUT – 2013 
Continuing a Tradition of Stewardship

In 2013, the Community Foundation of Eastern
Connecticut purchased 68 Federal Street from James
McGuire, becoming the latest steward of this historic

property. Today, a home built during New London’s
whaling era serves a new purpose: bringing people

together to strengthen communities across Eastern
Connecticut. From this historic setting, the Foundation

carries forward a legacy of stewardship, generosity and
investment in the region’s future.
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